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ACT. LEARN. BUILD. A phrase that embodies the experience of both innovation and
entrepreneurship. Through action we are able to learn, and from what we learn, we build – then we
do it again. RISE is dedicated to transforming the lives of people through entrepreneurial thought
and immersion. 

Our Startup Moxie (high school) & Applied Entrepreneurship Program
(college) are year-long, credit-earning, intensive and applied
entrepreneurship programs that seek to prepare students to be
responsible, enterprising individuals who become entrepreneurs or
entrepreneurial thinkers and contribute to economic development and
sustainable communities. 

CURRICULUM
CONSULTING

R & D
ECOSYTEM
BUILDING

The RISE Executive Director also
serves as the Executive Director for
IDEA Week.  This is to intentionally
connect and engage the RISE
network, the South Bend-Elkhart
entrepreneurship ecosystem and
the Notre Dame entrepreneurship
ecosystem to create density and
energy throughout the region
around entrepreneurship and
innovation.

+

O U R  P R O G R A M S

We have partnered with Ivy
Tech Community College in
Indianapolis to pilot an online
entrepreneurship program.

O U R  S E R V I C E S

We offer education consulting
and training for schools and
institutions. We work with the
state department of education
to align entrepreneurship
education policies and practices
to open entrepreneurship to all
CTE Pathways throughout the
state.  We support regional
organizations to improve their
courses.

Our St. Joseph county programs
act as our research and
development lab where
entrepreneurship education
best practices are tested and
applied.  Through this process
we create curriculum that is
available to institutions and
individuals inside and outside
our region.

ST JOSEPH | ELKHART
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We have partnered with Ivy Tech Community College in Indianapolis to pilot a 16-week
entrepreneurship program for 13 on-campus and online entrepreneurship students. Our AEP
Program Director, Matthew Stackowicz, is leading the new initiative. Pictured above are students
from our first session who are learning about the importance of human-centered design in
entrepreneurship through the wallet design challenge.  
 
 

IRIS HAMMEL | RISE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(574) 404-1315 | iris@raisingtheregion.org

+

Ivy TEch Curriculum &

Training
RISE has partnered with Ivy Tech
Indianapolis to rewrite their
entrepreneurship curriculum as well
as train and mentor their instructors
throughout the year.  This is part of a
greater strategy to work with all Ivy
Tech campuses in the future to create
a scalable model for impacting a
maximum number of students in our
state through entrepreneurship
education and training.
 

E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P
P I L O T

organization updates
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@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe

RISE JOINT EVENTS 2019-2020
We've had the opportunity to host joint
speakers and tours with our Startup Moxie St
Joseph County, Startup Moxie Elkhart County 
 and AEP programs. 
 
This has provided an excellent opportunity for
RISE students to interact and collaborate
across programs and regions, as well as learn
and hear from leaders in the community and
beyond. 

Startup Moxie St Joseph & Elkhart County students with 25
members from Lippert Components' leadership & sales
teams at Career Academy South Bend. 

Startup Moxie St Joseph & AEP students hear valuable life
and business lessons from Tracy Graham, founder and
Managing Principal of Graham Allen Partners.

Startup Moxie St Joseph & AEP students learning about
social entrepreneurship from former Better World Books
CEO, and current ESTEEM director David Murphy.

Startup Moxie St Joseph, Elkhart & AEP students with serial
entrepreneur Scott Jones at the IDEA Center at the
University of Notre Dame.

Startup Moxie St Joseph & Elkhart students learning the art
of networking with author Joe Sweeney.
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May 9th - Time TBD
Students in Startup Moxie that had been working with South Bend
Lions, a new semi professional soccer team to do market research
and social media had to make a quick pivot and were asked if they
would like to continue their partnership to produce a virtual home
opener event on May 9th.  This opportunity quickly morphed into a
global event and will include teams from Canada, UK, Europe and
possibly Australia.  The students are hustling to execute on this and
create maximum awareness and community engagement.

Season Runs April 22nd - May 13th,  Episodes Air
at 7pm - Specific Days TBD

Students  in our Startup Moxie class that had
been dedicated to producing our in person
Experience RISE event had to make a quick pivot
as a result of COVID 19.  They wanted to connect
with some of our key stakeholders and give back
to the community that has given so much to us. 
 They have created and are producing a
tournament style game show called Moxie
Madness featuring athletes as well as education
and business leaders.  This team is also charged
with the front end of promotion leading up to
our virtual expo on May 14th.  Thirty minute
episodes will be aired on Facebook Live and
YouTube with commercial breaks featuring
student startups and community partners. You
can learn more and stay up to date by following
us @risesbe on facebook and instagram.
Episodes will air starting on April 22nd and the
final game will air on May 13th.
 

Upcoming RISE events

IRIS HAMMEL | RISE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Ma d n e s s
 WHO WILL CONQUER THE QUARANTINE?

May 14th - 6pm - 8pm
https://hopin.to/events/rise-virtual-

expo-showcase 
We are hosting our first annual
virtual expo via the site Hopin.  This
tool allows us to have a mainstage
that will feature nine different
startups, three from each
respective program to compete in
a final pitch competition.  Students
will also be able to showcase their
individual startups in live expo
booths that attendees can enter
throughout the event.  We will have
over 60 college and high school
students participating in this event
and are excited about the
opportunity this exposure and
reach of being online will provide.



Ryan Bliss is a current ESTEEM student at the
University of Notre Dame who has been
volunteering with us since September. Ryan has
done a great job connecting our RISE students
with the students in the ESTEEM network . Ryan
is currently working on his capstone project with
language learning startup, Fathom. 
 
 
 
 

We are very thankful for the day-to-day
mentorship from Brian Sittley, former founder
and president of Productivity Strategies &
Solutions. Brian is mentoring many of our
Startup Moxie St Joseph students and has
shared both his life story and financial experience
with students across all RISE programs.  
 
 
 
 

Special thank you to 

IRIS HAMMEL | RISE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Innovate WithIN is a state-wide pitch
competition open to all students in Indiana,
where students compete for $100,000 in
prizes.
 
Over 400 students from across the state
submitted entries and Startup Moxie
students represented ALL ten Region 7
finalists (9 students from the St Joseph
program and 1 student from the Elkhart
program).
 
Congratulations to all students who
competed and to Osvaldo Salazar
from John Adams High School who took
home first place and $1000 went on to
represent at the State Finals.
 

Innovate WIthin pitch competiton



2019 -2020 INVOLVEMENT

 
2020-2021 recruitment

LARA BRIAN | STARTUP MOXIE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

2019 - 2020
IMPACT
REPORT

 

65+ TOURS & SPEAKERS
Experienced by our students to date

40 STUDENTS ACCEPTED

ST JOSEPH COUNTY

STARTUP MOXIE  CLASS OF 2019-2020 ON TOP OF
STUDEBAKER BLDG 113 WITH KEVIN SMITH HIGH SCHOOLS

REPRESENTED
Career Academy South Bend, John
Adams HS, Marian HS, Mishawaka HS,
Saint Joseph HS and Penn HS

6

STUDENTS IN PROGRAM
 

37

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
COMMUNITY EVENTS
ATTENDED BY STUDENTS

18
18 Dual college credits for 2020-2021
Through our RISE partnership and pilot work with

Ivy Tech Indianapolis, we have been able to

increase our dual college credits from 6 to 18. 

 Students will now leave with a certificate of

entrepreneurship from Ivy Tech.

(740) 856-7534 | lara@moxieinthemaking.org 7

GENDER BREAKDOWN

Male Female

SCHOOL BREAKDOWN
Career Academy South Bend
John Glenn High School
Marian High School
Mishawaka High School
Other/ homeschool
Penn High School
Saint Joseph High School

5
1
10
7
1
6
10

55% 45%



ST JOSEPH COUNTY

program highlights

awesome foundation winner

ideas that matter 20 hOUR idea launch

Osvaldo Salazar successfully
pitched and secured $1000 to
help start his marketing agency
focused on serving the Latino
community.

Idea Center innovation rallies

Startup Moxie students have
been in regular attendance
at Notre Dame's Innovation
Rallies.
 
Left: Cayla Weisberg from
investHER ventures with
Allison Masterson, Emma
Halicki, Kashlin Biffle, Izzy
Barstow, Miranda Patterson
and Raina Adams.
 
Right: Alex Koscher & Izzy
Barstow at Hallow's
presentation.

Izabella Barstow, Curtis Miller, Jennifer Ji and Luis Perez competed alongside Notre
Dame undergraduate and graduate students during the 20 hour challenge held at
the IDEA Center. Izabella, Jennifer and Luis made it to the final round, and Luis took
home second place!

@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe
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ST JOSEPH COUNTY

program highlights

sogal global pitch competition - Midwest Regionals
Our students had the opportunity to
attend and assist behind-the-scenes
for the largest global startup pitch
competition for women and diverse
entrepreneurs worldwide. Over 100
attendees cheered on 12 diverse
entrepreneurs from around the
Midwest.

south bend lions innovation project

Our Startup Moxie students have partnered with the new pre-professional South
Bend Lions Soccer Club to help them find a new home in South Bend. Technical
Director, Thiago Pinto has asked our students to address the question "how might we
build community in South Bend through soccer?" 
 

Students were assessing location options and ways to engage the the soccer and
wider community. However, due to COVID-19 our students pivoted and will instead
be producing a virtual tailgate and game day for the South Bend Lions and several
international teams on May 9th.

@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe
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This year we've had the opportunity to
exchange insights and learn from other
student entrepreneurs in the area. 
 
So far we have hosted 17 students from
the ESTEEM, MBA, Mendoza and
enFOCUS programs where they have
pitched to our students, shared their
highs and lows of their entrepreneurial
journey to date, conducted customer and
problem validation, product testing and
focus groups with our Startup Moxie
students. 
 
 
Top: Marissa Koscielski, Adrian Rodriguez,
Jeff Riney, Jacob Burger & Leanne Tang
from Enlighten Mobility lead a session in
human-centered design. 
 
 
Middle: Phoebe Tzannes & Allison
Berding from PWR conduct a focus
group and customer validation session
with our Startup Moxie student athletes.
 
 
Bottom: Ellen Joyce and Alex Topalovic
share their insights and prototype of their
educational startup. 

ST JOSEPH COUNTY

program highlights

Notre dame esteem, MBA, mendoza &  ENfocus 

@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe
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I think I’ve grown most with my social skills. At the beginning of the year,
I was extremely uncomfortable with greeting strangers and engaging in
small talk. But as the year progressed, and we practiced in class as well
as actual networking, I was able to work on and improve. I think I am
most proud of getting out of my comfort zone and asking questions,
networking with people, and pitching in front of the class. I do not enjoy
public speaking, but me willing myself to step out of my comfort zone is
something I am really proud of.
 
- Jonathan Wang

ST JOSEPH COUNTY

student quotes

One common theme I’ve noticed from our tours and speakers
was that in order to be an entrepreneur, you have to have

dedication and do something you’re passionate about. When
you find something you love, dive deep and explore it.

 
- Luke Krizman

Throughout this experience, I have been able to recognize how valuable and
impactful the city of South Bend truly is.  When on top of the Studebaker building,
overlooking the Cubs stadium, while seeing the Golden Dome in the background,
was truly breathtaking. I feel inspired by the idea of being able to learn from the
amazing people in the relatively small but amazing city of South Bend, and hope
that one day, I will be able to contribute to it with pride and respect regarding it ́s

connections, history, and amazing productive values.
 

- Allison Masterson
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startup moxie founders & innovators

Connor Addison - Mishawaka High School

I am an aspiring entrepreneur who loves sports and business. I pride
myself on my ability to problem solve and remain curious and open to
new ideas. I wish to one day successfully link my extensive knowledge
of sports and my interest in business.

Izabella Barstow - Mishawaka High School
I am head over heels for photography! At my school I am known for my
sports photography, especially for football, but I am the most
passionate about capturing photos that show the beauty and deep
human connections in everyday life. Whether it’s capturing wildlife in
action or people on the streets interacting with each other, I live to tell
their stories through images and words. My ultimate dream is to travel
the world in search of these moments to show the beauty of the world!

Michael Baughman - Marian High School
Sports have been and continue to play a big role in my life. As both a
soccer and a basketball player at Marian High School, I have learned
lessons through sports that traditional education simply can’t
teach.The stock market and investing are two areas that interest me
and I have been investing in public companies since I was 14 years old.
I plan on attending college to study business and one day hope to be
on Wall Street living out my dream.

Jacob Beshara - Mishawaka High School
I am a person who never stops learning. I plunge into projects I know
nothing about just for the educational and hands on experience. I am
currently enrolled at Mishawaka High School as a senior taking all
college level classes. I will never back down from a challenge but I will
ask for help. I have dabbled in many fields including car and bicycle
mechanics, photography, construction, and resale. I’m excited to learn
and eager to help.

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

I’m a wild card–extremely curious, extremely innovating, and willing and
ready to learn. I’m always looking for new opportunities and new ways to
expand ideas. I’m a senior on track to graduate with an honors diploma. I
am a part of many clubs such as H.O.P.E (Helping Others Perform
Excellence), I’m a peer mentor for incoming freshman, national honors
society member, student athlete, community service volunteer, and
prayer blanket ministry member. I find myself happiest in service to
others.

Claire Cataldo - Marian High School
I love interacting with people of all ages. Meeting new people and
learning about their experiences really excites me. In particular, I have
a special place in my heart for children. I absolutely love teaching and
spending time with them. While we have so much to teach young
ones, they also have so much to teach us. I enjoy learning life skills
and practicing virtues through my interactions with them. I plan on
studying Elementary and Special Education in college. 

Edward Curran - Career Academy South Bend

I am enthusiastic and interested about anything automotive. I enjoy
building and being around cars. I have worked on a number of cars
and looking to increase that number. I am currently working towards
owning my own garage so I can continue to build and restore old hot
rods and further pursue my passion in this area.

Caroline Edmonds - Saint Joseph High School
In school I have always been very interested in technology, science, and
math. Although geeky, something has always clicked when I studied
these subjects. Thus, I love learning about products and how they
improve individuals’ needs. I hope to one day create a product or
method to make peoples’ lives easier and more efficient. In the future I
am thinking about applying to college and potentially studying health
professions or technology-based research. I hope to connect health and
technology with innovation to help serve the needs of others.

Kashlin Biffle - Saint Joseph High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

I am a history fanatic and love to learn from and about all of the things
of our past. History is like a never ending story that I love to read.
My dream is to take my knowledge of history to create something that
will help prevent past/current problems of the world.

Charles Freel - John Adams High School

Sports has been the core to my life ever since I was young. I am a
student-athlete, and play varsity hockey and golf. My dream job is to
work in the sporting industry, from designing new technology for
equipment, to working with students trying to develop their game to
the next level. I truly have a love for athletics, and all of the details going
into what makes this billion dollar industry. I plan to play competitive
golf at a university to further my education and athletic skills.

Jake Galasso - Saint Joseph High School

I am interested in business and engineering and will be graduating
high school in spring of 2020 to study engineering in college.

Anthony Garatoni - Marian High School
I am a calm, dependable, and collected person that likes to take on big
challenges. I like to try new things that are outside of my comfort zone
and being a quick learner helps. My desire to be challenged led me to
join a research class last year where I had the opportunity to work at the
Hessert laboratory at Notre Dame University. Over a seven month time
period, I worked as an intern and aided in the research of airplane
engine icing.

Drew Fox - Mishawaka High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

I am a high school senior who is highly passionate about fashion and
business. As a student of Startup Moxie I am exploring ways to
innovate within this industry and I am always looking for more
opportunities to learn about the different aspects of business. I plan to
one day to start a company that combines these two passions.

Jacob Harsch - John Adams High School

I am a high school junior studying through the International
Baccalaureate program at John Adams High School. I am heavily
interested in marketing and entrepreneurship and hope to start a
marketing company one day.

Hannah Hopson - Marian High School
I am a highly energetic person with a drive to seek more out of life
everyday. I love to be around and work with people and thrive when
multitasking. I am passionate about climate change, helping others,
and pursuing my dreams. I’m excited to further my education in
business and entrepreneurship throughout my senior year and I am
excited to see where the future takes me.

Jennifer Ji - Marian High School

I am a senior at Marian High School with a keen interest in robotics and
technology. I like to push myself to experience things outside of my
comfort zone, whether that be living in another country or working on
creating my startup. Ultimately I would like apply my skills to help
people in need.

Emma Halicki - Mishawaka High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School

I am a current high school student at Saint Joseph High School and I
plan on attending a four year college next fall. I am into sports and
broadcasting. I plan to study business in college and potentially law.

Libby Kearns - Saint Joseph High School
As a senior at Saint Joseph High School, I am challenged daily and
motivated to succeed. I look forward to making my college decision
and the opportunities that will be granted to me in the next four years.
Through my experience working at a law office, I really enjoyed the
opportunity to help people and challenge myself in a different
environment. As a student in the Startup Moxie program, I have
embarked on a new journey and hope to help others in a different way.

Auggie Keiser - Career Academy South Bend
Anything involving the arts I’m mostly likely already a part of. I live for
the stage and the spotlight. Performing for an audience gives you a
rush nothing else can.
My dream is to find a way to incorporate my love of storytelling with
medicine. Being a medical examiner, it’s your job to write the story of
someone who can no longer speak for themselves and that’s truly
poetic.

Michael Kiley - Saint Joseph High School

I am a senior in high school who has a deep passion for sports and
entrepreneurship. I love sports and the competitiveness that comes
with them Business can be the same way. I want to try to combine
those two things and do that for the rest of my life.

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School

I love competition. Whether it’s playing pick up basketball or competing
in my high school business club, DECA. Competition motivates me to
work harder than the people around me. My dream is to work in the
sports business world, such as working in the front office of an NBA or
NFL team.

Alex Koscher - John Adams High School
I like to expand my ongoing learning career into almost every field. I
am currently a high school entrepreneur and
photographer/videographer. I’m trying to learn as much as I can and
am always looking to improve in whatever I can. I specialize in content
production and client communication as a photographer. I’ve also
adapted to multiple other fields of interest such as ski instructing and
bicycle mechanics. I’m always looking for a challenge and a new
adventure.

Luke Krizman - Marian High School

I am a well rounded individual with multiple interests which include
sports (baseball in particular), psychology, traveling, and financial
stewardship.I plan to start my own business one day where I hope to
better the community while following my passions.

Josie Lloyd - Saint Joseph High School
I’m motivated to bring the community together, especially in the area
of those with disabilities. I am tech-savvy and always have my hands on
a book. I strive to be the first to know about new opportunities and
experiences.
My goal is to become proficient at recognizing and creating the 1:1 ratio
of problem to solution and allocating materials most effectively for a
successful startup.

Alex Konopinski - Penn High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY

17



startup moxie founders & innovators

Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School

I am a hardworking and respectable individual who is currently a co-op
at an accounting firm. I am willing to learn new things, work with
others, meet new people, multitask, and perform any other task at
hand. I have experience communicating and working with others and
love volunteering in the community. I have great face-to-face people
skills and customer service roles. 

Allison Masterson - Penn High School
I love the fashion world. I’m inspired by self-expression, and I’m
fascinated by seeing the different ways people style their
clothes.While I have a passion for fashion, I’m also deeply concerned
for the environment. My goal is to contribute to the fashion industry
in ways that aren’t harmful to the environment, such as reselling or
up-cycling. In the future, I hope to become an advocate of
environmental awareness in the fashion world.

Anthony Nemeti - Saint Joseph High School

I am very interested in all things business, motivated by personal goals,
and skilled in customer relations. I will be graduating high school in
the spring of 2020 then going to study business in college.

Miranda Patterson - Career Academy South Bend
I’ve always been an extremely curious person, looking for new learning
opportunities and ways to grow. This is why I’m so interested in both
the arts and business, because you can do so many activities within
each industry. I want to soak up as much as I can.I’m currently a Senior
at Career Academy South Bend High School taking all college level
classes. When I go to college, my plan is to major in dance and either
double major in business or media studies.

Kiley Martin - John Adams High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School
I am a highly motivated individual that is open to new ideas and
expanding my knowledge. My passion and drive pushes me to excel in
the classroom and on the football and soccer fields. On a daily basis, you
can find me traveling from Startup Moxie, school, soccer practice, and
football practice. My experience through sports has given me an
advantage in my communication, leadership, and teamwork skills. This
leadership has been on another level this year as I am a senior on both
athletic teams and a role model to the underclassmen.

I enjoy music and am part of the South Bend Youth Symphony. I really
love working with the ensembles and seeing our progress as a
team.Ideally I would like to experience as much as I can and find
opportunities that will help me grow as a person. In the future I would
like to continue learning, and pursue music in my spare time.

I am dedicated, hardworking and passionate about dancing, acting,
singing, and photography. I am open to new ideas and always willing to
learn. These qualities have led me to be extremely involved in the
community. I am a member of the National Honors Society as well as
been a captain for numerous school events. In my spare time I
volunteer at Southfield Nursing Home.

Osvaldo Salazar - John Adams High School
I live with the goal of working everyday after school to gain as much
experience and knowledge of my interests as possible. One interest
of mine is to open an agency that provides a social media/internet
marketing service to local businesses. Through my learning of social
media marketing, I can provide better marketing strategy to local
businesses that struggle with new advances in technology.

Emily Strzelecki - Career Academy South Bend

Theresa Thomas - Marian High School

Hunter  Renner - Marian High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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startup moxie founders & innovators

Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School

My strongest skills are organization and creative thinking. I live to think
outside the box, providing practical or novel solutions to any problem
or task in front of me. I exhibit these traits in my interests in creative
writing, music, and communication. My plan for the future is to attend
college and pursue a marketing major.

Charity Vaughn - Career Academy South Bend
I love technology. I am eager to learn and am unafraid to ask for help
if I don’t know the answer to a question. I am building my skills in
computer programming and have a lot of experience in Autodesk
such as Revit, Inventor, and Fusion. I have also worked with AutoCAD
and Civil3D.After High School I plan to go to college to become an
Architectural and Engineering Manager.

Jonny Wang - Marian High School

I love working with technology and tech-savvy equipment. I love
technology because of the endless possibilities associated with it. I
want to continue applying technology in what I do, but also expand
my knowledge of it.

Adam Wozniak - Saint Joseph High School

I love sports, building and fixing things, and entrepreneurship. I keep up
on all my favorite teams and know the latest sports news. I would love
to do something in the future that involves all three of these things.
Right now I am working hard to learn the basics of entrepreneurship.

John Tordi - Marian High School

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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Joshua Juday - Saint Joseph High School

startup moxie founders & innovators

I’m currently on track to graduate with an honors diploma from my high
school in 2020. I am a rational individual with a particular interest in
mathematics and science. I’m a peer mentor for incoming seniors,
consistent high honor roll student, student athlete, volunteer, tutor,
Spanish honor society member, and president of the National Honor
Society. I also have a particular interest in business, entrepreneurship,
economics, and law, but I don’t have much background in these areas yet. 

Garon Young - Saint Joseph High School

MENTOR
Provide students guidance

and feedback

INVEST & SPONSOR
Contribute and support our

 founders and innovators

HOST TOUR/ SPEAK
Share your knowledge with

our students

SEED FUND COMMITTEE
Act as a judge or contribute to

the seed fund

EXPERIENCE RISE
Help promote and attend our

yearly student expo

APPLICATIONS
Help us find our next batch
of founders and innovators 

How to get involved

LARA BRIAN | STARTUP MOXIE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

(740) 856-7534 | lara@moxieinthemaking.org

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
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2020 GOALS & INITIATIVES

 

2019-2020 
IMPACT
REPORT

 

2019 - 2020 INVOLVEMENT

 
HIGHER EDUCATIONAL
PARTNERS
Bethel University, Holy Cross
College, Ivy Tech Community
College, Goshen College, IUSB

COLLEGE STUDENTS
Across our AEP and RISE | Ivy Tech
Pilot programs
 

13 NEW STUDENTS
Participating in our RISE | Ivy Tech
Pilot program

Increase participation to
20 students
 
Representation from St.
Mary's College
 
Offer adult
entrepreneurship
programming
 
Obtain credit for any
partner school students
 

AEP CLASS OF 2019-2020
 AT HOWARD PARK WITH AARON PERRI

5

24

Applications are now open!
Students can apply online:

appliedentrepreneurship.org/apply/

 

MATTHEW STACKOWICZ | AEP PROGRAM DIRECTOR

(574) 315-6689 | matthew@appliedentrepreneurship.org

35+ TOURS & SPEAKERS
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@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe

Program highlights

introducing for the cause marketing

Holy Cross College students Rylee Horn &
Santiago Migliaro have made it through
to round two of the McCloskey Business
Plan Competition and have officially
registered their business, For The Cause
Marketing - a marketing firm aimed at
non-profits. Rylee and Santiago are also
partnering with our Startup Moxie
videography and photography students.

" T o  m o v e  a h e a d ,  y o u  m u s t  s e t
y o u r s e l f  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  f i n d  t h e  g a p  a n d
f i l l  i t . "  
- KATRINA LEE

" I  f i n a l l y  f e e l  l i k e  I  a m
w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d

m e ,  a n d  t h a t  I  a l s o
u n d e r s t a n d . "  

-HALEY MINER
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@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe

Program highlights

Startups launched & Operating in 2020 
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For the cause marketing, LLC  - Rylee horn & Santiago Migliaro
For the Cause Marketing LLC is a professional marketing firm that was created to
serve nonprofits throughout the South Bend area by hiring student interns to
create content that allows nonprofit organizations to focus on what they do best:
to make the world a better place for those they serve.

Protagnia, LLC  - Thomas Smith
Protagnia is a streetwear brand/blog that feeds into the urban culture. Along with
our clothing, we utilize blogging to inform and educate consumers of what is
going on in the streetwear community.

Let's celebrate, llc  -  Katrina Lee
Let’s Celebrate believes that life should be celebrated.  We can help companies
celebrate their employees, company growth and achievements through private
corporate events.  Bringing appreciation back to the heart of your company.

Live Beyond Inspired, LLC  -  Raina Adams
Live Beyond Inspired LLC is the place for women to discover and utilize their full
potential to create more meaning and fulfillment in their lives.

Reup, LLC  -  haley Miner
Reduce, Reuse and Upcycle is a clothing upcycling service. It takes existing pieces
and finds a way to add value back to the piece. It will operate online by selling
already upcycled pieces, styling services, customizable pieces, and help customers
deal with sizing and fit issues.



@startupmoxiesbe@startupmoxiesbe @risesbe

Program highlights

Ilab, University of Notre dame
The iLab team at the University of Notre
Dame brought us through a four day
prototyping/design challenge to create
a new type of bicycle locking
mechanism that was quicker, faster,
and better than the ones on the
market. Our students loved the hands-
on approach to solving real world
problems.

GIBSON HOSTS AEP
For the month of January, Gibson
graciously hosted the AEP students on
the top floor of their brand new
premises. 

Kyle O'Conner, Owner, Alphadog Agency.

Dana Trowbridge, SVP, First State Bank.AEP students and Lisa Slomka from the iLab test the
bike lock prototype at the IDEA Center. 
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aep Founders & Innovators

Rain is the creator and founder of Live Beyond Inspired. At Live Beyond
Inspired, Rain teaches that healing begins from within. It is there, she
focuses on creating an “internal safe space” where she gently guides you
through confronting your thinking errors and BS (Belief System) so that
you can live a life beyond inspiration. Rain was first introduced to us on
the NBC hit Daytime Reality Television Show for Women STARTING
OVER (2002) where she shared her own inspiring story.

Kimberly Hesla - Ivy Tech Community College
Her future plans include completing a Business Administration &
Supply Chain Management Associate’s Degree. Kimberly wants to
open a business within the local community. Her motivation for her
educational and career goals are based from her being a full-time
caretaker and advocate to her son, Orrin, who is disabled. Kimberly has
stepped up to become actively involved as a leader in multiple
societies and by completing Ivy Tech’s Fall 2018 Student Leadership
Academy.

Rylee Horn - Holy Cross
Rylee is currently a junior at Holy Cross College where she is double
majoring in Business and Communications and double minoring in
Marketing and Visual Arts. She enjoys keeping herself busy and thrives
when it comes to multitasking. She is a college athlete as well as the
student body Vice President. She also works as an intern with her
athletic department to help create a whole new brand for Holy Cross
College Athletics. Overall, she is a hardworking individual that strives to
give her all in everything she does.

Katrina Lee - Bethel University
Katrina has worked as an event planner for 10 years for family and
friends. Katrina's gifts of organization, attention to detail, creative
imagination, customer service and contagious enthusiasm to serve has
given her a reputation for unparalleled excellence as an event planner. 
 Her goal is to exceed expectations no matter how big or small the
event. As the President of the Employee Activity League, she has also
organized activities, events, day trips and parties for Saint Joseph
Health System's employees. Katrina is a wife, mother of two boys; they
enjoy spending time together as a family and with their Boxer Champ.

Rain Adams - Bethel University
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aep Founders & Innovators

Born and raised in South Bend Indiana, Bradley plans on growing with
his community in hopes of making a difference one day. Bradley is a
passionate and hardworking individual that strives for the best. He
goes above and beyond when caring for his family and those around
him. Bradley lives out his faith through helping people cope in one of
the hardest times of their lives by assisting with funeral services in the
South Bend community.

Santiago Migliaro - Holy Cross College
Santiago is a motivated, independent, and hardworking student at
Holy Cross College majoring in Communication and minoring in
business marketing. He is most interested in social media marketing
and advertising. He has been fortunate enough to work with South
Bend’s Mayor Pete Buttigieg on managing and mentoring a group of
high school students that worked on ending youth on youth
violence. 

Haley Miner - Indiana University South Bend
Haley is an entrepreneurship/small business major graduating in May
2020 from IUSB. Ever since she was two years old, she has loved to
draw. Growing up in South Bend, her favorite things to do as a child
were to play dress up and color, which is where her love for fashion and
art came from. She almost went to art school when she graduated in
2015, but saw how much her sister enjoyed IUSB’s business school and
wanted to give it a try.

Aireal Newbill - Ivy Tech Community College
Aireal Newbill is a current Ivy Tech student who will graduate with her
associates degree in business administration and transfer to a
university to receive her bachelors degree. Aireal has a passion for
entrepreneurship and one day owning her own business. She currently
practices this by working part time as a management Intern at her local
neighborhood coffee shop where she organizes the work schedule,
makes the store purchases and orders, greets and welcomes
customers.

Bradley Matuszak - Holy Cross College
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aep Founders & Innovators

Manoj Sapkota is a current Goshen College student who will graduate
with a bachelor’s degree in Film Production and Art Entrepreneurship.
Manoj is originally from Nepal. He came to the United States six years ago
for better education. Ever since he was a little kid he has been interested
in the arts. He has always loved photography, painting and creating new
things. When not in class, you can find him in the gym, computer lab or
outside taking pictures and videos.

Thomas Smith - Bethel University
As an aspiring digital marketer, this unique skill has driven results for
creating native content that promotes conversions and engagement. He
is a creative individual that has the ability to catch and keep attention
through various channels. As a Business Administration major at Bethel
University, he takes his studies to a deeper understanding. While having
a concentration in management, he independently studies social media
marketing and applies it to his clothing brand (Protagnia). Check out his
brand at Protagnia.com

Manoj Sapkota - Goshen College

T H E  B I G G E S T  T A K E

A W A Y  F R O M  T H I S

W E E K  W A S  F I N D I N G

A  G A P  A N D  T H A T ' S

E X A C T L Y  W H A T

D E N O L F ' S

B A R B E R S H O P  D I D !

 
 - B R A D L E Y  M A T U S Z A K

MATTHEW STACKOWICZ | AEP PROGRAM DIRECTOR

(574) 315-6689 | matthew@appliedentrepreneurship.org 28



RISE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

IR IS  HAMMEL

STARTUP MOXIE 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

MBA ,  MS

LARA  BRIAN

APPLIED ENTREPRENEURSHIP

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

M .ED ,  MBA
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Iris Hammel is the Founder and Executive Director of RISE.  As a creative
problem solver and lifelong learner with a passion for helping others
unleash their potential by connecting people, resources, and ideas, Iris has
spent her career focusing on education, entrepreneurship, and community
economic development. Iris is dedicated to inspiring the next generation of
leaders to make a lasting impact in the South Bend - Elkhart region and
state of Indiana.
 
Iris’s entrepreneurship experience includes co-founding Connected
Classrooms and TeachMe3d.org in addition to starting the non-profit RISE
which runs entrepreneurship and career exploration programs for high
schools and colleges. To help drive regional innovation, Iris serves on the
Executive Committee for the Regional Entrepreneurship Board for Startup
South Bend - Elkhart.  Iris is also the Executive Director for IDEA Week 2020.

Matthew Stackowicz is the Applied Entrepreneurship Program director at
RISE. He is an innovative professional offering 14+ years of education
experience in leadership, student success, and innovation.  He specializes in
storytelling, curriculum and course development, idea generation, and
student development. As a world traveler with years of living and teaching
abroad, he brings to the classroom a unique perspective on helping all
students accomplish the impossible, whether that be starting a business,
creating a movement, or overcoming a major life challenge. A strong
believer in hard work and the power of innovation and entrepreneurship,
Matthew currently lives on a farm and can usually be seen working on
several entrepreneurial projects at a time.

Lara Brian is the Startup Moxie program director at RISE. A jack-of-all-
trades, Lara has professional experience in scientific research,
communication and outreach, media, change and project management,
and analytics. Originally from New Zealand, Lara spent seven years at The
New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research as a plant molecular
biologist and intrapreneur - bringing several in-house innovations to
fruition in addition to publishing scientific findings. Lara focused her
passion of innovation and bringing ideas to life by pursuing an MBA from
Ohio University and gained hands-on experience at the University's Center
for Entrepreneurship. Lara hopes to instill her training of the experimental/
design process (be curious, question everything, assume nothing) to help
students develop an entrepreneurial mindset so they can better adapt and
overcome the challenges of this ever-changing world.

Team RISE

Special Thanks to the hundreds of entrepreneurs, community members, businesses,

Foundations and Education Partners that make our work possible and are part of

team RISE.  We appreciate you!


